TABLE 2-1  History of Meat and Poultry Inspection in the United Statesa

Time Period

Event or Status of Inspection

Consequence or Situation Regarding Products

Colonial

Westward development

1880

1890
1891
1895

1906
1906/1907

Rudimentary inspection existed
Rudimentary inspection continued

Press drew attention to poor
sanitation and inadequate inspection
in the meat industry

Congress passed a law for inspection
of meat "in the piece11

Secretary of Agriculture established
antemortem inspection

Secretary of Agriculture extended laws
to cover interstate transport of meat

The Jungle published (Sinclair,
1906)

Federal Meat Inspection Act
(P.L. 59-242) passed

Farmers and butchers known by consumers
Large packing plants built

Inspection procedures instituted by some
packers

Inspection required of meat for exports

Antemortem inspection required for meat
products in interstate commerce

Export or transport of condemned car-
casses across state lines could be stopped
by Secretary of Agriculture

Attention focused on problems in packing-
house operations

Inspection required of all meat intended
for interstate and foreign commerce, to
include antemortem inspection, postmortem
inspection, and inspection
at all stages of processing, live-
stock holding, and meat packing equipment
and facilities